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A decision support tool
for addressing climate
change and biodiversity
policy options in Latin
America

ROBIN

Role of Biodiversity in Climate Change Mitigation

About ROBIN
ROBIN has assessed the
role of biodiversity in
terrestrial ecosystems in
South and Mesoamerica
in mitigating climate
change. It has evaluated
socio-ecological
consequences of changes
in biodiversity and
ecosystem services under
climate change.

Context

Sustainable forest management depends on effective policies
addressing forest carbon stocks, protection of biodiversity
and ecosystem services, and human livelihoods in the wider
landscape. QUICKScan is widely used for facilitating participatory
decision-making and has been used in many countries to explore
policy questions at national and regional levels.
In ROBIN we produced data to assess the impact of climaterelated policy options and land use change in different socioeconomic contexts in Brazil, Bolivia, Mexico and Guyana. We
have used the QUICKScan tool to integrate this information, with
a focus on REDD+ policies aimed at preventing loss of carbon,
while at the same time safeguarding biodiversity, and protecting
valuable ecosystem services. Features include:
• Key indicators for biodiversity, ecosystem services and human
well-being
• Visualisation of trade-offs among indicators
• Shows where sustainability limits are crossed.

Key questions the tool can address
•
•
•

How will future policies affect land use in Latin America?
What impacts will climate change have on ecosystem
services?
What are the trade-offs between biodiversity and ecosystem
services in Latin American countries?

Who is the QUICKScan tool aimed at?
•
•

Policymakers and resource managers can use the tool to
obtain information and rapidly assess policy options
Scientists and decision-makers can use the tool to make sense
of complex information on a spatial basis.

Uses of QUICKScan:
Above - comparing scenarios for carbon stock
Right - scenario outcomes for five ecosystem services

To learn more about QUICKScan
•
•

Jones, L., Verweij, P., Winograd, M., Smetschka, B. (2014). Development and testing of
indicator evaluation tool. ROBIN project report
More information about the QUICKScan system is available from www.quickscan.pro

More information
www.robinproject.info
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